CRBSLS Liaison Meeting – May 19, 2008 

iGoogle & del.icio.us


iGoogle : Overview

Use iGoogle as a web browser start page or research organizer for students and faculty. Select content from iGoogle gadgets and add RSS feeds for customized content. 

Productivity 

· Email

· Google docs – create documents in school, work from home, share with other students, share with teachers

· Shared Calendars – school/class events

· Personal Calendar – for planning 

· To do lists

· Google notebook (use firefox extension to quickly save to notebook) 

· Links to a few of your favorite sites

Research updates via RSS feeds from:

· Database searches

· Keyword searches in Google News

· Keyword searches in Yahoo web search results

· Latest updates on topics from a ton of news sites (npr, cnn, nyt, international newspapers)

· del.icio.us feeds from other students, teachers, librarians, others.

· Multimedia – video from YouTube, photos from flickr – all available via RSS feed. 

Collaboration

· Google docs

· Shared calendars

Search & Library Tools

· Library catalog search

· Google customized searches 

· OCLC, Wikipedia, Dictionary.com, 

Fun – make the pages their own!

· Customize the pages to make them their own

· Simple games, cartoons and more.

Features:

· Create multiple tabs for different topics, classes, interests

· A new tab with a popular name will have instant content with the “I’m feeling lucky” option. Try:  Soccer, Astronomy, Cooking, Travel

· Each tab can have a different theme.

· Tabs can be shared with others from the drop down arrow on the tab. Send email to others to let them know about the tab. Doesn’t seem to be a way to make a tab completely public.

· Use the Edit Tab option on that same drop down arrow to rearrange layout of the tab, change the order of the tabs and so on.

· Search for gadgets with the “add stuff” link

· Add RSS feeds from the “add stuff” link.

Other Notes:

· iGoogle gadgets for RSS feeds only keep latest 9 headlines available. Students need to check their page frequently to keep up. Google Reader or Blogllines might be better for students who don't check their feeds often or are reading several dozen feeds.n 

· Pageflakes and Netvibes are great alternatives.

del.icio.us : Overview

Web based bookmarking service. Access your bookmarks from any web browser, wherever you are. Share your bookmarks with others, explore what others are bookmarking. Add bookmarks to iGoogle via RSS feeds.

Work smarter

· Add links with the click of a toolbar button

· Add tags to organize your links

· Descriptions to help you remember why you added them to begin with!

Create a network

· Find others who share your interests

· Follow their bookmarks

· Share links with them

Make del.icio.us work harder

· Use RSS feeds to add lists of your bookmarks to iGoogle

· Every tag you use has its own RSS feed, so lists can be very specialized

· Use the “subscribe” option to follow everyone’s links for a particular tag

· Use del.icio.us as a search engine

School uses

· Students can share links for a project by using a unique tag and subscribing to the RSS feed for that tag in their iGoogle account.

· Feed information individuals in your networks by clicking on their name when you add a link to del.icio.us.  It will show up on their “Links for You” page.

· Create customized feeds for research projects, classes, etc. by using unique tags and then feeding the content to iGoogle pages. 

· Organize all your links into subject categories. Link to your account to let students access your favorite links. Or add a tag cloud/link list to your web page. 

· Use RSS feeds to create subject lists on your web pages. Use feed2js or other RSS feed republishing tool to get the links onto your web pages. 

Custom Homepages & RSS

Customized home page services are cropping up all over the place and the competition is making for some great services. With these services you can set up a home page that has your local weather, news headlines, entries from your favorite blogs, flickr photos, health news, travel alerts, search boxes, calendars and tons of other bits of information and gadgets.

For students, these tools offer a wonderful opportunity to gather information for research projects and to learn how to organize and filter large amounts of information. 

Some of the most popular services are My Yahoo, iGoogle, Netvibes and Pageflakes. It’s very easy to add content to them and customize them. Sign up for one and you’ll have a custom page in just a few minutes. Take some time to organize the content and you’ll have an efficient way to access tons of information.

How can libraries use them?

Libraries can set up home pages and use them as a start page on library computers. They could contain popular search tools, a search box for the library catalog, RSS feeds of school and library blogs, feeds from database searches and more.

Most of these services let you set up multiple sections or tabs on your homepage. You could create resource sections for different topics. For example, a new books page that has headlines from the NY Times Book Review, latest best sellers, resource guides for different classes, hot books in your own library and more.

Some of the services encourage you to share your customized tabs of information. Set up a tab with great content related to your town and share it with the community. Anyone else using that service can add your tab to their own homepage. Instant content for your users! 

Personal Use 

These make wonderful personal start pages. You can gather headlines from all the blogs you like to read on one tab, search boxes for your favorite search tools on another and so on. 

iGoogle Home Page (http://www.google.com/ig)
· Go to http://www.google.com/ig
· If you already have a Google account, sign in.

· If not, create one. It’s handy to have one to try out all the services Google is now providing. 

· After you create your account, you’ll be returned to the home page service.

· Your page has some default content on it.

· Customize the weather box by adding a zip code.

· Content can be deleted by clicking on the x in the top right corner.

Adding Content 

· Click the Add Stuff link and start browsing. There’s a ton of stuff you can add to your page. 

· Narrow down the options by selecting a category on the left sidebar.

· Or search by keyword in the box at the top.

· To add something, click on Add it Now

· Return to your page to see the content – Back to Homepage link at top left
Add a Tab

· Click on the New Tab tab.

· Give the tab a name and click on OK.

· If your tab has a common name, content will automatically be added. Try adding a tab for: health, science, travel, golf, sports, etc. 

Move things around 

· Grab an item by the blue bar to move things around. Click, hold and drag it to where you want it. 

· To move something to a different tab, drag it and drop it on the new tab. 

RSS

Much of the content that you can add to your page is based on RSS – Really Simple Syndication. Simply put, RSS lets you take content from one page and put it on another page. 

Why bother? It can save you time. If you follow a number of blogs and find yourself visiting them frequently to see if anything is new, consider putting the RSS feed for each blog on your Google page. Then the most recent headlines from all the blogs will automatically appear on your Google page. You can visit that page and quickly see if there is anything new to read.

Many web services have RSS feeds associated with them. Flickr photo pages have RSS feeds that will show you the latest photos added to a user’s photo page or the latest photos on a particular topic. News services have RSS feeds. You can even get RSS feeds for web searches – do a search on Google News and you’ll see a link for an RSS feed for that search. Add that feed to your home page and you’ll always be up to date on that news. 

You can also gather your RSS feeds in one place using tools called feed readers/aggregators. Bloglines and Google Reader are two popular feed readers. The trick is just to find a tool that works for you and start using it regularly. 

With RSS you can add content to your regular web pages as well, but that’s another class! 

Add a blog feed to your iGoogle page

· Visit one of the blogs mentioned earlier in your handout or another favorite blog. 

· Look for the RSS logo, subscribe link, feed link, etc. 

· Click on that link. You might see a page full of XML code. Don’t worry, you don’t need to understand the code!

· Copy the URL from the page that comes up. 

· Back at your Google page, click on Add Stuff
· Then look for the ADD RSS FEED link on the left side of the page.

· Paste the URL into the box and click Add

· If it’s successful, you’ll see the link below the box and a checkmark. The content will have been added to your page. 

More to Explore

· Create a Netvibes or Pageflakes account to compare the tools

· Create a topic based page and share it on Netvibes or Pageflakes

· Set up a Bloglines (http://www.bloglines.com) or Google Reader (http://www.google.com/reader) account to read your RSS feeds.

del.icio.us (http://del.icio.us)
del.icio.us is a handy online bookmarking site. It allows you to access your bookmarks from any web browser, wherever you are. This is very handy for people who use multiple computers and/or want to share their bookmarks with others. 

Online bookmarking is not a new idea, these services have been around for quite a while.  What is new are the social networking features. Add a link to your del.icio.us account and you can add keywords or tags to describe the link. While adding your tags to the link, you’ll see a list of the tags that others have used to describe that link. 

Once you’ve added a web page link, you can see how many other people have added that same web page to their del.icio.us account and any notes they’ve written about it. Explore the bookmarks saved by other users to find other interesting resources. Search by tags to add to your discovery process. 

If you find people with shared interests, you can add them to your del.iciou.us network and monitor their links. 

Setting up a group account is a great way to share lists of links for the reference desk or for group projects. In a school setting teachers and librarians can easily build lists of resources for school projects.

Bookmarks on del.icio.us have RSS feeds that can be monitored by news readers and can be incorporated into existing web pages. The latest resources will magically appear on your web pages. 

Resource Discovery

Even if you don’t set up your own del.icio.us account, this is a great resource for finding web sites. Everything in del.icio.us has been bookmarked by someone who felt it was important or useful (or maybe just fun). Think of it as a library with a lot of people doing the collecting! Granted, not everything will be worthwhile, but do add it to your search tools. 

More on Tagging
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You’ll see tagging all over the place in Web 2.0 applications. Tags are a freeform way for users to describe content, whether it’s books, links, photos, videos or items in your online catalog. Think of tags as unstructured subject headings – keywords really. How many times have you wished you could add your own subject headings or keywords  to the formal subject headings in your library catalog? With tagging you can!  (image from flickr.com by user cambodia4kidsorg)

Tagging is sometimes referred to as a folksonomy – a taxonomy or method of organizing things, created by all of us folks. 

Tag clouds are simply a graphical representation of the number of times various tags are used to describe something. This is a portion of my tag cloud from LibraryThing. I’ve tagged quite a few books australian fiction (it’s bigger) and far fewer chicklit (it’s smaller)
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Explore del.icio.us

Go to http://del.icio.us and explore. Search for a keyword of interest to you. A list of links will be displayed. The link has tags listed under it and a link to a page listing all the users who have bookmarked that link. 

· Click on the title of link to go to the original website. 

· Click on a tag to search del.ico.us for more content.

· Click on the ‘saved by xxx people’ link to find out who else saved that page and read their notes. 

Get your own del..icio.us Account

· On the main page, click on Get Started

· Create a username and password. Fill in the rest of the form. A confirmation email will be sent to your email.

· Install the del.icio.us buttons. These buttons are added to your browser toolbar and make it really easy to add links to your del.icio.us account. If you see a page you want to add, just click on the Tag button and the link is added. 

· Find the buttons when you get back to work! If you use multiple computers, you’ll need to add the buttons to those machine. To find the buttons again, go to the del.icio.us HELP page to install the buttons on your own computer. 

· Once you’ve confirmed your account by clicking on the link in your email, you can start exploring and adding links to your account.

Searching and Saving Links within del.icio.us

· Search del.icio.us for topics of interest to you and start adding some links to your account. 

· To add a link, click on the save this link at then end of a link’s title. 

· On the next screen, you’ll see a form. Fill in any notes you want to add about the site and add your own tags.

Saving Links from a Web Page

· Use your browser to visit a web site that you want to add to your account.

· When you have the page on the screen, click on the Tag button that’s been added to your browser toolbar. 

· You’ll see that same form with room for notes and tags. Type in the information and click on Save.

More to Explore

· Bundles: Explore the options for bundling your tags. This option is on the Settings page (and at the bottom of your list of tags). Bundling lets you group related tags together in a group, making it much easier to navigate your tags when you list of tags grows. Tags can be part of more than one bundle.

· Build a network: Find other del.icio.us members that are bookmarking on topics you’re interested in. Add them to your network.
· Badges/widgets: If you have a web page, you might want to have a list of your bookmarks appear on it. Go to your Settings page and use the Link Rolls option to create code to add links to your web page. 

· RSS magic:  If you’re familiar with adding RSS feeds to your web pages, consider how adding RSS feeds for specific del.icio.us tags might be useful. You could create a subject guide that automatically updates itself. Or create a list of resources for a research project. Groups of people could tag items for a project with a unique tag, then use the RSS feed for that tag to gather all the items on one web page.

· Similar tools: Explore furl.com or digg.com. These are other social bookmarking sites. Each has their own twists on saving information. Furl has the benefit of actually saving the content of each web page you bookmark, so you’ll never (theoretically!) lose the content, even if the original page disappears.  Connotea.org and citeulike.org are similar services oriented towards scientists.
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